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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is made Non-Final. Claims 1-19 have been examined 

Claim Rejections -55 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Patent No. 
6,701,449 of Davis et al. referred hereinafter "Davis". 

In regards to claim 1, Davis discloses a computer system comprising: 

a server coupled to a client via a network (see column 1 lines 15-20); 

a first iSCSI controller coupled to the server via the network for receiving an I/O request 
(see column 2 lines 55-58); 

a second iSCSI controller coupled to the server via the network for receiving an I/O 
request (see column 2 lines 55-58), said first iSCSI controller adapted to assume the role of said 
second iSCSI controller and receive the I/O request therefor in the event the second iSCSI 
controller fails (see column 4 lines 40-45); and 

a storage system for reading and writing an I/O request received from the first and second 
iSCSI controllers, the storage system being coupled to said first and second controllers (see 
column 2 lines 58-60). 

In regards to claim 2, Davis discloses: 
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wherein the first and second iSCSI controllers have been assigned first and second IP 
addresses (see column 4 lines 40-45). 

In regards to claim 3, Davis discloses: 

wherein the first iSCSI controller is adapted to assume the IP address of the second iSGSI 
controller (see column 4 lines 40-45) 

In regards to claim 4, Davis discloses: 

wherein the storage system includes a fiber channel storage unit (see column 2 line 67). 
In regards to claim 5, Davis discloses: 

providing a first iSCSI controller having a first network address for processing an I/O 
request sent to the first network address (see column 2 lines 55-58 and column 4 lines 40-45); 

providing a second iSCSI controller having a second network address for processing an 
I/O request sent to the second network address (see column 2 lines 55-58 and column 4 lines 40- 
45); 

sensing the failure of the first controller (see column 4 lines 25-30); and 
arranging for the second controller to assume control of the first network address to 
receive the I/O request sent to the first address (see column 4 lines 40-45). 
In regards to claim 6, Davis discloses: 

wherein the first and second network addresses are IP addresses (see column 4 lines 40- 

45). 

In regards to claim 7, Davis discloses: 

wherein the storage system includes a fiber channel storage unit (see column 2 line 67). 
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In regards to claim 8, Davis discloses a computer system comprising: 
a server connected to network (see column 1 lines 1 5-20); 

a first iSCSI controller having a first network address for processing an I/O request sent 
to/from the first network address, said first iSCSI controller connected to the server via the 
network (see column 2 lines 55-58 and column 4 lines 40-45); 

a second iSCSI controller having a second network address for processing an I/O request 
sent to/from the second network address, said second iSCSI controller connected to the server 
via the network, said second iSCSI controller adapted to assume responsibility for the first 
network address in the event the first iSCSI controller fails (see column 2 lines 55-58 and 
column 4 lines 40-45); and 

a storage system connected to the first and second iSCSI controllers (see column 2 lines 

58-60),. 

In regards to claim 9, Davis discloses: 

wherein the first and second network addresses are IP addresses (see column 4 lines 40- 

45). 

In regards to claim 10, Davis discloses: 

wherein the storage system includes a fiber channel storage unit (see column 2 line 67). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Davis discloses a method for processing I/O requests to or from a 
storage system via first and second iSCSI controllers, the iSCSI controllers having first and 
second network addresses, comprising the steps of establishing the communication between the 
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first iSCSI controller and the second iSCSI controller and monitoring the first and second 
controllers to detect a failure (see column 4 lines 25-30 and 40-45). 

In regards to claim 12, Davis discloses a method for processing I/O requests to or from a 
storage system via first and second iSCSI controllers, the iSCSI controllers having first and 
second network addresses (see column 4 lines 40-45), comprising the steps of: 

establishing communication between the first iSCSI controller and the second iSCSI 
controller (see column 4 lines 25-30); 

storing the second address in memory of the first iSCSI controller (see column 4 lines 40- 

45); 

monitoring the second controller to detect if it has failed (see column 4 lines 25-30); and 
processing an I/O request sent to the second network address by the first controller, in the 
event the second controller fails (see column 4 lines 25-33). 
In regards to claim 13, Davis discloses: 

wherein the first and second network addresses are IP addresses (see column 4 lines 40- 

45). 

In regards to claim 14, Davis discloses: 

reading or writing the I/O request to the storage system (see column 3 lines 1-5). 
In regards to claim 15, Davis discloses: 

detecting the failure of the second controller (see column 4 lines 25-30). 
In regards to claim 16, Davis discloses: 

wherein the storage system includes a fiber channel storage unit (see column 2 line 67). 
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In regards to claim 1 7, Davis discloses a computer program for performing the steps of a 
method for processing I/O requests to or from a storage system via first and second iSCSI 
controllers, the iSCSI controllers having first and second network addresses (see column 4 lines 
40-45), the method comprising the steps of: 

establishing communication between the first iSCSI controller and the second iSCSI 
controller (see column 4 lines 25-30); 

storing the second address in memory of the first iSCSI controller (see column 4 lines 40- 

45; 

monitoring the second controller to detect if it has failed (see column 4 lines 25-30); and 
processing an I/O request sent to the second network address by the first controller, in the 
event the second controller fails (see column 4 lines 40-45). 
In regards to claim 1 8, Davis discloses: 

wherein the first and second network addresses are IP addresses (see column 4 lines 40- 

45). 

In regards to claim 19, Davis discloses: 

wherein the method further comprises the step of reading or writing the I/O request to the 
storage system (see column 3 lines 1-5). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

See Form PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emerson C Puente whose telephone number is (703) 305-8012. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert W Beausoliel can be reached on (703) 305-9713. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-563 1 . 

Emerson Puente 
7/8/04 
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